




"My country needs a new spirit ...
My country needs change."
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Students from Kosovo and other international students who studied at TLUthis

semester gather in President Ann Svennungsen's home.



Name: Getoar Mjeku
Major: Political Science with a Pre-Law concentration,
Spanish minor
Classification: Junior
Age: 21

Q: When did you first arrive at TLU?
A: I arrived here in the fall of 2006.

Q: Was this your first time traveling abroad?
A: No, a year before I was actually in Houston for eight months
attending high school. I graduated there. When I returned home I
was trying to decide if I should stay home, come back to Texas or
seek opportunities in Europe. I was admitted to a couple of schools
in Europe too and in the United States. TLU was by far the most

adequate choice for me.

Q: What motivated you to apply for the Education for Peace
scholarship?
A: I realized it was different than other scholarships because it
had the word "Peace" ingrained in it and it was designed to help
students like me come in from a newly established country that had
not declared its independence yet, but helping these kinds of coun
tries educate their future bureaucracy, their future leadership. So I
thought in terms of education it would emphasize the disciplines I
would need in order to contribute to my own community.

Q: What would you say motivates you?
A: I am greatly motivated by my own family that worked hard to
see me where I am today and to make sure that I have a bright
future. To make sure that each individual in our country has the
opportunity to enjoy freedom. This is what motivates me. It is the
greatness of my people and it's also the honesty, the greatness of
this country that has welcomed me and the community here at
TLU. These are great motivations. As well as the professors and
making sure that I can meet their expectations because they trust
me a lot by allowing me to be here on a full scholarship. So that
is an additional obligation for me to pay back with educational
achievements.

Q: What were some organizations or internships you were a part
of in Kosovo?

A: I've had a job with a national television as a sports reporter and
sports announcer. I worked for the news section and other sports
programs. I covered mostly domestic basketball. After basketball
season was over I started with a program about handball which is
widely played in Kosovo. This was during the time when we were
admitted to the International Handball Federation for the first time

in a period of 20 years perhaps under our own name, as Kosovo. It
was a great achievement. I interned with the office of Prime Min
ister Hashim Thad back home as well. I worked mostly with the
deputy prime minster and the office of legal support services.

Q: Have you discovered any peculiarities while here at TLU?
A: Great things I've encountered. The peculiarity here is that people
will try to respect your own identity here and welcome you, where
as some other places you have to conform ... that's something great
that you don't encounter in other countries. There are a couple
of students here who have learned Albanian words. There is one

student who is now actually able to hold conversations in Alba
nian and whatever he knows in Albanian he is going to say it in
Albanian.



'J1ninterestingfact about Kosovo is
it ranks as one of the most optimistic

countries in the world."
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Leniqi receives a certificate from the editor-in-chief, Adriatik Kelmendi, of Kohavision in

Kosovo for successfully finishing an investigative journalism training program.
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