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FOUR KOSOVAR TALENTS WIN SCHOLARSHIPS AND TRAVEL TO THE 

UNITED STATES FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES AT TEXAS LUTHERAN 

UNIVERSITY 

 
Prishtina, August 15, 2006 – The newly established foundation The Bislimi Group has 
provided four scholarships granted by Texas Lutheran University for talented students 
from Kosova who will be studying at one of the most prestigious universities of the 
United States (TLU). 
 
The scholarships were granted a few days ago, and the scholars have now been issued 
student visas by the American Embassy in Skopje and flight tickets to leave on August 
16. The scholars have been selected out of a tough academic competition. Applicants 
came from Kosova and Eastern Kosova and had graduated or were currently studying at 
highly-rated public and private high schools and universities, such as the South-Eastern 
European University, American University in Kosova, etc.  
 
The criteria for scholarship award included, but were not limited to, an excellent 
academic record, English proficiency, and other distinguished skills. The Kosovar 
students fulfilling the criteria of the Education for Peace Scholarships Program have had 
equal opportunity to apply for scholarship. Announcements were made in advance in the 
Kosovar media, and in addition there was plenty of time for the applications to be turned 
in. The scholarships are given to four students for four years, or for the duration of their 
studies at Texas Lutheran University. 
 
In accordance with the official notification from TLU Admissions Office, the foundation 
announces that the scholarship winners are: 

  

1. Bukurije Zeqiri, born on July 6, 1986 in Mitrovica. She is a brilliant Kosovar 
student. She is envied for her academic achievements as well as for her 
involvement in extra-curricular activities. She graduated from high school with a 
grade point average of 5.0 out of 5.0, and has finished the first year at the 
American University in Kosova at Prishtina. Bukurije had a difficult life during 
the hard years of the Kosovar history. Nevertheless, based on her achievements 
and the significant contribution to Proterm Company where she was employed 

mailto:halit@bislimi.org


shortly, we trust in Bukurije’s successes in academic, professional and social 
fields, as well as in her contributing for Kosova. She says: “No matter how great 
thanks are, they can not describe the work of the foundation and TLU. Creating 
opportunities for Kosovars to study in the U.S. means making dreams come to 
true. The Bislimi Group has indeed remained loyal to its motto thanks to TLU.” 

 

2. Getoar Mjeku, born on September 28, 1987 in Prishtina. He has graduated as 
valedictorian and summa cum laude from Memorial Hall High School, Houston, 
Texas. He has intensively been involved in extra-curricular activities for what he 
holds several awards. We believe that he will attain high academic successes, 
which he needs to apply for the benefit of his nation for he will return to Kosova 
in the future. Committed to willingly return to Kosova after his studies, Getoar 
says: “My contribution would not have much importance if it remained outside 
the borders of Kosova. Kosova is my future. The opportunity that has been given 
to me through this scholarship program of the Bislimi Group and TLU is an 
encouragement and a duty for me to work harder. And I am stating this again: 
Kosova is my future.” 

 
3. Aida Sopa, born on July 6, 1987 in Ferizaj. She has graduated from high school 

with a very high average grade. Her academic successes are reflected through her 
10-out-of-10 grade point average during her freshman year at the South-Eastern 
European University at Tetovo, Macedonia. Aida, a fluent English speaker, with 
high academic accomplishments and an opus of awards, acknowledgements and 
diplomas from extramural activities, well-manners that reflect her family, and 
with the only aim to attain a decent education, she yields the confidence that she 
will undoubtedly be helpful, just like the Kosovar nation needs her. “Working for 
your country is more than work – is a pleasure”, says Aida with a smile showing 
her happiness, as her dream to study in the U.S. is becoming a reality. “I am quite 
confident that this foundation will be proud of our work. We owe this, not only to 
Mr. Bislimi that made this program possible, but to the foundation itself, and most 
importantly to TLU, as well as our families, friends and other people who are 
supporting us.” 

 
4. Vlora Bërbatovci, born on June 14, 1987 in Prishtina. She has finished her 12th 

grade, or the third year at Sami Frashëri high school with a GPA of 5.0 out of 5.0. 
Vlora has not graduated yet, because the Kosovar education system requires 
another year at this high school, but instead her professors and the school 
principal have requested to advance her and make the admission to university 
possible. Kosovar national newspapers have often dedicated a corner to Vlora 
who has won several academic contests and holds countless awards and 
acknowledgments for her academic and extracurricular activities. Even though 
she has not received an official response from the Ministry of Education on the 
matter of her early graduation and admission to university, Texas Lutheran 
University in cooperation with the Bislimi Group awarded her the scholarship 
based on her teachers’ references, school principal’s approval to graduate and on 
the values of Vlora herself. “This is magnificent. An American university offers 



great opportunities for students to advance. Knowledge has always been my 
greatest desire. I hope that this dream of studying in the land where skills open 
doors will be fulfilled soon.” The foundation has tried to acquire additional funds 
for Vlora’s education from the Ministry of Education of the Municipality of 
Prishtina. No response, however, has been given to the foundation from these two 
institutions yet. 

 
Not doubting the capacity of these students, the foundation officials hope and believe 
strongly that after these students’ dreams on exploring knowledge have come true, they 
will return to serve Kosova. We also believe that the program, which will continue each 
year, will accomplish its primary goals. 
 
Finally, the founder of this scholarships program for undergraduate education in the U.S., 
Mr. Faton Bislimi, a graduate of TLU, and now a candidate for Master’s in Public 
Administration and International Development at the Kennedy School of Government, 
Harvard University, says that the most vital backbone in building a prosperous country 
and nation is a good quality education. Bislimi says in addition that there is no greater 
pleasure than to see smiles on the faces of our first generation of scholars, who will keep 
up their successes, for tomorrow they will return to Kosova, and they will help in the 
establishment of the new country of Kosova through quality education, a democratic 
society and a developed economy. Our country needs such a panel of educated people.” 
Bislimi emphasizes that the greatest gratitude belongs to TLU, which through this 
scholarship program is contributing to Kosova with an amount of over $60,000 for this 
year alone. In four years this value will grow to $720,000 when TLU will have 16 
Kosovars in its student body as winners of scholarships from the Education for Peace 
Scholarships Program. 
 
The good will brings success and The Bislimi Group remains devoted to its aim that is to 
create more opportunities for qualitative education for young talented Kosovars. 
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